Grammatical Sketch 

1. Identification of Parts of Speech 

Six parts of speech are identifiable in Masbatenyo. They are particles, pronouns, 
nouns, verbs, adverbs and adjectives. There are also affixes which cannot occur 
independently but attach to the stems to modify the meaning. A few affixes can 
occur independently when they modify phrases, but usually they occur attached to 
stems. 

Particles, pronouns and adverbs are independent words. Nouns, adjectives and 
verbs are affixable roots which are distinguished from each other by contrastive 
meaning in similar affix environments and by differing potential affixation. 

1.1. Noun Identification 

Nouns are distinguished from adjectives and verbs by patterns of affixation. 
When affixed with the ha-. ..-an combination, for example, noun roots become plural 
nouns which signify a group of the noun items. Examples: 

bata 'child' kabataan 'children' 

lubi 'coconut tree' kalubihan 'coconut grove' 

kugon 'field grass' kakugunan 'fields of grass' 

dagat 'sea' kadagatan 'seas' 

Adjective roots become derived nouns with this affix combination but do not 
have the meaning of plurality. Examples: 

dulom 'dark' kaduluman 'darkness' 

tuninong 'peaceful' katuninungan 'composure' 

damo 'many' kadamuan 'a crowd' 

raot 'evil' karautan 'wickedness' 

A verb' root affixed with the ka-...-an affixes also results in a derived noun. 
Examples: 

aram 'to know facts' kaaraman 'knowledge' 

isip 'to think' kaisipan 'thought' 

tuyo 'to plan, propose' katuyuan 'purpose' 

tukdo 'point, teach' katukduan 'instruction' 
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1.2. Adjective Identification 

Adjective roots contrast with noun and verb roots by having the potential to be 
marked for comparative degrees. In the following examples, some roots occur with 
the prefix ma- to express a descriptive state of being. The comparative degrees are 
marked as follows: 

A. Positive degree: (unaffixed root or ma- + root): 

dako 'big* usad 'one' 

malipay 'happy 1 maayo 'good' 

B. Comparative degree is marked by use of mas 'much, more* + 
adjective: 

mas grabi 'much worse' mas maayo 'much better' 

C. Superlative degree is marked by the affix pinaka-: 
pinakataas 'highest' pinakamaayo 'best' 

Example sentences with the root ayo 'good': 
la. Maayo an pakapraktis san tanan. 

The practice of everyone was good. 

b. Mas maayo na dili pagtahuban an napaso. 

It is much better not ta-cover the burned-skin. 

c. An tubig an pinakamaayo na bulong sa kadamuan san mga sakit. 
Water-is the best medicine for most illnesses. 

1.3. Verb Identification 

Verbs are roots which do not undergo the noun or adjective affixation and do 
have the positive potential for verbal inflection. Examples: 

uyon 'agree' nagauyon 'agrees' 

sira 'destroy' nagasira 'destroys' 

sakit 'hurt' nagasakit 'feels hurt' 

Nouns are described in section 2, adjectives in section 3, adverbs in section 4, 
and verbs in 5. Pronouns are described with the noun phrases for which they 
substitute. 

2. Nouns 

Nouns usually occur as the head word of nominal phrases. Such phrases are 
introduced by case markers which show how the noun is grammatically related to 
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the predicate. However, nouns can occur without introducing markers. In this way 
they indicate non-specific or indefinite referents. 

2.1. Simple Nouns 

Simple nouns are unaffixed roots. Examples of simple nouns in the following 
sentences are the words trabaho 'work', uma 'farm', galas 'milk' and karabaw 'water 
buffalo'. 

2. Damo sinda sin trabaho sa uma. 
They-had-lots of work on-the farm. 

3. Nakakuha sinda sin gatas san inda karabaw. 

They were-able-to-get milk from their water-buffalo. 

When simple nouns occur in a clause without a phrase introducer, they are non- 
personal non-specific nouns which represent an indefinite referent. Examples are the 
words gurang 'adult' and bata 'child' in the following sentence. 

4. Gurang man o bata kinahanglan gayod na maaram kun nano an hihimuon. 
Whether an adult or a child they really need to know what to do. 

2.2. Simple Noun Phrase. 

The Simple Noun Phrase consists of an obligatory Head which can be almost 
any noun and a preceding optional Number which is a limited class of words 
represented by the word manga (jnga). (In the following examples the phrase is in 
bold face in both the Masbatenyo and the English translation.) Examples: 

5. Mga sakop ini san akon trabaho. 
These-are components of my work. 

In the following example, kada 'each' is the Number. 

6. Kada isad sa inda nauli na pakakuha san bahin ninda. 
Each one of them went-home after-getting their share. 

Vocatives are also Simple Noun Phrases, as seen in the following examples. 

7. Mapakain ka, Migol 

Where are you going, Friend? 

8. Niyan, mga kaigmanghudan, igwa sin bag-o na layl 
Now, brothers, there-is a new law. 
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2.3. The Marked Noun Phrases 

A Marked Noun Phrase has two obligatory elements: an Introducer and a phrase 
Head. The Head of the non-personal phrase can be any noun, or an adjective or a 
verb functioning as a noun. The Head of a personal noun phrase is a name. 

Noun Phrase Introducers appear in grammatical constructions with a double 
function: (1) they mark the phrases they introduce as substantives, and (2) they 
inform the hearer how the phrase they introduce is grammatically related to the rest 
of the clause, i.e., they function like case markers. The non-Topic case markers and 
their substitutes translate into English with prepositional meaning. 

Introducers have distinguishing forms for number (singular and plural) and for 
person (personal and non-personal). Non-personal introducers have, in addition, 
distinct forms for specific and non-specific referents for Nominative and Genitive 
noun phrases. 

The phrase Head may be either a Simple Noun Phrase or a Dative Noun Phrase 
(for Nominative and Genitive phrases, see sections 2.3.1 and 2.3.2). There are both 
personal and non-personal pronouns which substitute for the whole of the 
Nominative and Genitive phrases, not just the Head. The situation is different for the 
Dative Noun Phrase. Note the construction for them in section 2.3.3. 

2.3.1. The Nominative Noun Phrase 

Nominative Noun Phrases (NomNP) function as the Topic of both verbal and 
non-verbal clauses and both the Topic and Predicate of nominal Identificational 
clauses. 

The Introducers of the NomNP are given in the columns of Table 4. 

Table 4: Introducers of the nominative NP 





Singular 


Plural 


Personal 


si 


sinda 


Non-personal, specific 


an 


anmga 


Non-personal, non-specific 





mga 



The introducer of the personal Nominative Noun Phrase, usually not translatable 
into English, is si. The plural Introducer is sinda. The particle an is the Introducer of 
the common or non-personal specific NomNP and an mga is the plural form. The non- 
personal, non-specific singular is zero (0) and the plural is mga. Examples: 

9. Sarawayon gayod ini si Anghelito. 

This Anghelito really was-mischievous. 

10. Pagsabi ko sani f nagtararawa sinda Itay. 

After I said this, Itay-and-his-companions laughed. 
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11. "Anghelito" an ngaran san drama ninda. 
The name of their drama was "Anghelito". 

12. Damo na an mga tawo na adto sa mayplasa. 
Many-were the people already there at-the plaza. 

13. Didi kala sa sirong san saging kay ako an sa ibabaw. 

You be here at the foot of the banana plant then I-will-be the-one up-above. 

14. Ibon an Maya. 
The Maya is a bird. 

15. Mga ibon an magkaraon sanpalay. 

The birds are the-ones-who ate the rice. 

2.3.1.1. Nominative Demonstrative Pronouns 

There are non-personal demonstrative pronouns which substitute for the 
NomNP or which function as demonstrative adjectives and modify a different Head 
Noun. These pronouns are given in Table 5. 

Table 5: Demonstrative pronouns of the nominative NP 



ini 


'this' (close) 


ina 


'that' (near) 


idto 


'that' (distant) 



16. 



17. 



Examples: 

Ini si Ricardo adto permi sa lungsod. 

This Ricardo is-there permanently in-the city. 

Nano kay himuon ta ina? 
Why will we-incl do that? 



2.3.1.2. Nominative Personal Pronouns 

There are personal pronouns which substitute for the personal NomNP. The 
pronouns are given in Table 6. 



Table 6: Personal pronouns of the nominative NP 


Singular 


Plural 


ako 'I, me' 


kami 'we (exclusive)' 
kita 'we (inclusive)' 


ka, ikaw 'you' 


kamo 'you' 


siya 'it, she, he* 


sinda 'they' 
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Examples: 

18. Wara pa ako makaabot sana na LegaspL 

I have-not yet been-able-to-reach that Legaspi. 

19. Namahaw na ba kamo? 

Have you-pl already breakfasted? 

2.3.2. Genitive Noun Phrase 

The Genitive Noun Phrase (GenNP) has two elements, both obligatory: the 
Introducer and the Head. 

The Introducer indicates that the phrase is a nominal phrase and that it is in an 
attributive relationship to a head. In relation to noun head words the GenNP 
identifies the possessor of the head. In relation to verb head words the GenNP 
indicates out-of-focus actors/agents or direct objects. When attributive to Adjectival 
head words the GenNP functions to limit the scope of the adjective. 

This phrase also has personal vs. non-personal and specific vs. non-specific 
constructions. The Introducers of the Genitive Noun Phrase are given in Table 7. 

Table 7: Introducers of the genitive NP 





Singular 


Plural 


Personal 


ni 


ninda 


Non-personal, specific 


san 


san mga 


Non-personal, non-specific 


sin 


sin mga 



The personal singular Genitive Noun Phrase Introducer is ni; the plural is ninda. 
The non-personal singular Introducers are san, which marks the referent as specific, 
and sin, which marks the referent of the phrase as non-specific. The plurals of the 
non-personal Introducers are san mga and sin mga. Examples: 

20. Si Juan isad-isad na bata ni Tia Maria. 
Juan was an-only child of Tia Maria. 

21 . Nag-uli kami sa balay ninda Edwin. 

We-excl returned to-the house of Edwin-and-his-family. 

22. May dyutay na sadiri na nabilin san iya ama. 
There-was a small property which was-left by his father. 

23. Amo ini an rason san usad san mga katarakin. 
This is reasoning of one of-the neighbours. 
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24. Nakabaton si Tia Maria sin swat hali kan Juan, 
Tia Maria received a letter from Juan. 

25. Damo man gayod kami sin mga bisita. 
We-excl really had-a-lot of visitors. 

26. Lumain an buot son may sakti son matilawan an lugaw. 

The feelings of-the-one-who had sickness were-grieved when she-tasted 
the rice-gruel. 

2.3,2.1. The GenNP Demonstrative Pronouns 

There are non-personal demonstrative pronouns which substitute for the GenNP. 
These pronouns are given irt Table 8. 

Table 8: Demonstrative pronouns of the genitive NP 



Location 


Non-specific 


Specific 


'of/by this'(close) 


sini 


sani 


'of/by that' (near) 


sina 


sana 


'of/by that' (distant) 


sidto 


sadto 



All of these pronouns can be pluralized by adding *na mga' to them, thus, for 
example, sani na mga... These pronouns are always attributive to other Head words. 
Examples: 

27. Wara pa ako makaabot sana na Legaspu 

I have not yet been able to reach that Legaspi. 

28. Magtuna sadto si Anghelito na an nagin pinokamabuot na anghel sa Paraiso. 

Beginning from-that-time Anghelito became the best-behaved angel in 
Paradise. 

29. San sigi na an arani sadto'n mga tawo,... 

When the harvesting by-those people was in-full-swing,... 

30. "Niyan, Banoy, nano an aton himuon sani na mga maabot na adlaw?" 
"Now Banoy, what are we-incl going-to-do in-these coming days?" 

2.3.2.2. The GenNP Personal Pronouns 

There are personal pronouns which substitute for the personal GenNP. The 
pronouns are given in Table 9. 
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Table 9: Personal pronouns of the 


genitive NP 


Singular 


Plural 


ko/nakon 


'by me, my' 


namon 


'by us, our (exclusive)' 


ta 


'by me, my' 


naton/ta 


'by us, our (inclusive)' 


mo/nimo 


'by you, your' 


niyo 


'by you, your' 


niya 


'by her, him, his' 


ninda 


'by them, their' 



These pronouns usually mark a possessor or an agent or some other attributive 
relation to a head word, but do not show a distinction between specific and non- 
specific. Examples: 

31 . Kun igwa sin itlog ginabaligya man gihapon ninda. 
If there-are eggs they are-selling them also. 

32. An tiya ko an akon maninay. 
My aunt-is my godmother. 

33. Damo kami na urupod kaya kasurusadya namon. 

We-excl had many companions so we-excl were-very-happy. 

2.3.3. The Dative Noun Phrase 

The Dative Noun Phrase (DatNP) also has two obligatory elements, the Intro- 
ducer and the Head, and personal and non-personal forms, but lacks the distinction 
between specific and non-specific referents. 

This phrase shows the location where an action occurs or an item or direction to 
which or from which an action moves. It also indicates the indirect object of verbal 
clauses when that indirect object is not the focus of the verb. 

The Introducers of the DatNP are given in the columns of Table 10. 

Table 10: Introducers of the dative NP 





Singular 


Plural 


Personal 


kan 


kanda 


Non-personal 


sa 


sa mga 



The Introducer of the personal singular DatNP is kan; the personal plural 
Introducer is kanda. The non-personal singular Introducer is sa; the plural form is sa 
mga. There is no distinction between specific and non-specific categories for the 
DatNP. Examples: 

34. Nakabaton si Tia Maria sin surat hali kan Juan. 
Tia Maria received a letter from Juan. 
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35. An suba adto harani lang kanda Edwin. 

The river was=there just near to=the-place-of»Edwin-and-his-family, 

36. Makarigo long kami sa suba. 

We-excl will just be-able to-bathe in-the river. 

37. Nagpasalamat kami sa mga ginikanan ni Edwin. 
We-excl extended-thanks to-the parents of Edwin. 

Some speakers compound the personal and non-personal markers to form a 
complex marker, $a kan or sa kanda in some instances. This is a case of a personal 
DatNP functioning as the Head of a common DatNP. The complex markers seem to 
indicate that the referent is the beneficiary of the verb predicate action as the 
personal indirect object. Examples: 

38. Nagbatyag sinda sin pagkaluoy sa kan Amparing. 
They felt compassion for Amparing. 

39. Ginsabi ninda sa kan Presidente Marcos an mga importante na problema. 
They recited the important problems for President Marcos. 

2.3.3.1, Dative NP demonstrative Pronouns 

There are non-personal demonstrative pronouns which substitute for the non- 
personal DatNP. The pronouns are given in Table 11. 

Table 11: Demonstrative pronouns of the dative NP 



didi 'at/to/on/in/by this, here' (close) 



dida 'at/to/on/in/by that, there' (near) 



didto 'at/to/on/in/by that, there* (distant) 



The Demonstrative pronouns indicate the general locaion and are usually paired 
with a sa NP which specifies the exact location. Examples: 

40. Pakahuman sini } nagpadayon ako pag-eskwela didi sa Masbate. 
After finishing this, I continued studying here in Masbate. 

41. Didto sa Uson igwa sin duha na parapangisda. 
There in Uson there-were two fishermen. 

2.3.3,2. Dative NP personal Pronouns 

There are personal pronouns which substitute for the Head word in the personal 
DatNP. They do not substitute for the whole phrase. These pronouns replace the 
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Head of a common DatNP to indicate a personal indirect object. The personal 
pronouns for the DatNP are given in Table 12. 





Table 12: Personal pronouns 


of the dative NP 


Singular 


Plural 


akon 


'to/at/in/on/by me' 


amon 
aton 


'to/at/in/on/by us (excl)' 
'to/at/in/on/by us (incl)' 


imo 


*to/at/in/on/by you' 


iyo 


'to/at/in/on/by you' 


iya 


'to/at/in/on/by him, her' 


inda 


'to/at/in/on/by them' 



Examples: 

42. Maraot sa akon an luto kay ako ginakalintura. 

The cooked-rice is-bad for me because I have-a-fever. 

43. Wara sin nakasumat sa iya kun hain si Pinang. 
'No-one could-report to her where Pinang-was. 

44. Kinahanglan gayod niya, maskin usad na lang sa amon, na magduaw sa iya. 
She really needs someone, even if only just one of us-excl, to visit her. 

The pronouns of the DatNP may also stand alone in the immediate pre-verb 
position. In that position they mark an attributive relation to the verb as the agent of 
the action, or if attributive to a noun Head, as the Possessor. 

45. Basi sarala an akon masabL 

The-thing-that will-be-said by me might be-wrong. 

46. An bisita na magkadto sa kada balay inda pagapakaunon. 
The visitor who goes to each house is-made-to-eat by-them. 

2,3.4. Summaries of the Noun Phrase Markers 

A summary of the Noun Phrase Introducers is given in Table 13. 
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Table 13: Summary of the NP introducers 





Nominative 


Genitive 


Dative 




Singular 


Plural 


Singular 


Plural 


Singular 


Plural 


Personal 


■SI 


sinda 


ni 


ninda 


kan 


kanda 


Non- 
personal, 
specific 


an 


an mga 


san 


san mga 


sa 


sa mga 


Non- 
personal, 
non- 
specific 





mga 


sin 


sin mga 







The sets of pronouns are summarized in the following two Tables. Table 14 
displays the demonstrative pronouns and Table 15 displays the personal pronouns. 

Table 14: Summary of the demonstrative pronouns 





Nominative 


Genitive 


Dative 






Non-specific 


Specific 




this (close) 


ini 


sini 


sani 


didi 


that (near) 


ina 


sina 


sana 


dida 


that (distant) 


idto 


sidto 


sadto 


didto 



Table 15: Summary of the personal pronouns 





Nominative 


Genitive 


Dative 




Singular 


Plural 


Singular 


Plural 


Singular 


Plural 


First 


ako 


kami excl 


ko 3 ta, 


namon 


akin 


amon excl 


person 




kita incl 


nakon 


excl 
naton, 
ta incl 




aton incl 


Second 


ka, ikaw 


kamo 


mo, nimo 


niyo 


imo 


iyo 


person 














Third 


siya 


sinda 


niya 


ninda 


iya 


inda 


| person 















excl = exclusive, incl = inclusive 
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2.3.5. Pronoun shifts 

The positions that pronouns have in a clause vary depending on the surrounding 
context. 

2.3.5.1. Shifting of Personal GenNP Pronouns. 

The personal pronouns of the GenNP usually immediately follow the word to 
which they are attributive. However, when the speaker desires to emphasize the 
pronoun referent he shifts it from the postposed position to the preposed position 
immediately before the word to which it is attributive and substitutes the personal 
DatNP pronouns for the GenNP pronouns as in the following examples. 

47a. Nag-arkila an tawo sin traysikul hali sa balay ninda pakadto sa merkado. 
The person hired a tricycle from their house to the market. 

b. Nag-arkila an tawo sin traysikul hali sa inda balay pakadto sa merkado. 

Sentence 47b. has the same meaning as 47a. but with a phrase emphasis on the 
pronoun 'their'. Sentences 48a. and b. have the same meaning, but 'my' is 
emphasized in b. 

48a. Pito an kamanghod ko na babayi kag wara sin lalaki. 

My sisters are-seven-in-number and there-are-not-any brothers. 
b. Pito an akon kamanghod na babayi kag wara sin lalaki. 

2.3.5.2. Positioning of Monosyllabic Personal Pronouns 

Personal pronouns which are grammatically related to a verb normally follow 
that verb ahead of any full noun phrases which are also related to the verb. However, 
there is a group of lexical particles which occurs between a verb and its pronouns 
except when the pronoun is a monosyllable. Monosyllabic pronouns immediately 
follow the verb to which they relate. 

In the following examples an illustrative sentence is given with a disyllabic 
pronoun in 49a and c, then the sentences are repeated in 49b and d with a 
monosyllabic pronoun. 

49a. Nagaadalpa ako sa Manila. 
I-am still studying in Manila. 

b. Nagaadal ka pa sa Manila. 
You-are still studying in Manila. 

c. Ginbiyaan na man la gihapon namon an karabaw. 
We-excl just now again left the water-buffalo. 
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d. Ginbiyaan ko na man la gfhapon an karabaw. 

I just now again left the water-buffalo. 

The following illustrations show the priority of pronouns in sentence positions 
following a verb. The normal order of occurrence with full noun phrases is Verb + 
Agent NP + Object NP. In the following sentences the nouns are underlined and the 
pronouns in bold. 

50a. Usung-usong gihapon ni Itay an bata . 
(Verb - Agent - Object/Topic) 

The child was again shoulder-carried bv Itav . 

b. Usung-usong gihapon siya ni Itav , 

(Verb + Object/Topic + Agent) 

He was again shoulder-carried bv Itav . 

51a. Inpalista gihapon ninda an bata sa Ovilla . 

(Verb + Agent + Object/Topic + Location) 

The child was again enrolled by them at Ovilla . 

b. Inpalista gihapon siya ninda sa Ovilla , 

(Verb + Object/Topic + Agent + Location) 

He was again enrolled by them at Ovilla . 

2.3.5.3. Shifting of Personal Pronouns 

The position of a pronoun in a clause is shifted from a post-verb position to a 
pre-verb position under certain conditions. 

Pronouns normally immediately follow the verb as the second full word 
(excluding particles) of the main clause (excluding sentence margins). Note the 
position of the pronoun in the following examples. 

52a. Maaram sinda mag-arado san duta. 

They know how to plow the ground. 

b. Nagapadayon ako sa pagtrabaho sa Manila. 

I am-continuing working in Manila. 

When another word is given clausal-emphasis by being put first in the clause, 
then the pronoun is moved from the post-verb position to a pre-verb, post-emphasis 
position in order to maintain its position as the second full word of the clause. 
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Examples 52a and b above are repeated below, as 53a and b except that another 
word instead of the verb occurs in the first clause position which in turn causes the 
pronoun to be moved from the post-verb position to the pre-verb position. 

53a. Dili sinda maaram mag-arado san duta. 

They do-not know how to plow the ground. 

b. Adi ako nagapadayon sa pagtrdbaho sa Manila. 

I am-continuing working here in Manila. 

2.3.5.4. Shifting of Second Singular Nominative Pronouns 

There is an alternation of the second singular personal pronouns ka and ikaw t 
which substitute for the NomNP. They are alternate forms of the same pronoun. In 
normal use ka occurs in the post-word position as a dependent clitic. Ikaw is the 
independent form of the pronoun which occurs in all other positions. Examples: 

54a. Amo ini an pamatyag kun makadto ka sa usad na lugar na wara mo pa 
makakadto. 

This-is the feeling if you are about-to-go to a place which you have-not yet 
gone-to. 

b. Amo ini an pamatyag kun ikaw makadto sa usad... 

(Same meaning but the pronoun 'you' has been given phrase emphasis by using 
ikaw before the verb.) 

c. Kanina, ikaw la an nagkinaon sadto na damu-damo na saging. 
Earlier, only you were-the-one-who gobbled-up all those bananas. 

d. Dyutay ka na tawo. 
You are-a-small person. 

e. Ikaw dyutay na tawo. 
You are-a-small person. 

2.4. Interrogative Pronouns 

The interrogative pronouns substitute for noun phrases as question words. 
Representative of the pronouns are: sin-o 'who', san-o 'when', pan-o *how', nano 
'what', pira 'how many', hain 'where'. Examples: 

55. Sin-o ka na nagdidikta sa akon? 

Who-are you to-be-telling me what to do? 
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56. San-o mo nawara? 
When did you lose it? 

57. Nano an kolor sadto? 
What color is it? 

58. Pira na pako an sa usad ka kilo? 
How-many nails in one kilo? 

59. Pan-uhon naton anpaggamit? 
How-do we-incl use-it? 

60. Pan-o an pagkita sin naubusan sin tubig sa lawas? 

What-is the appearance of-one dehydrated in body? (Lit. How-does one 
appear who is-emptied of water in-the body?) 

2.5. Relative Pronouns 

Relative pronouns are formed by combining the word kun 'if with the 
interrogative pronouns. These are also set phrases as in the following examples. 
Examples: 



61. 



62. 



63. 



Kamo an magkita-kita kun sin-o an dapat naton upudan. 
You-pl are the-ones to-see whom we-incl ought to-accompany. 

Dili kita sigurado kun pan-o an pagtabang san nasamadan. 
We-incl are not sure how to-help an injured-person. 

Inhunga siya kun nano kay masyado siya sarawayon. 
He was-asked why he was-so-much a mischievous-one. 



2.6. The Locative Pronouns. 

The Locative pronouns are deictic pronouns pointing to locations. There are 
three such pronouns: adi 'here', ada 'there nearby' and adto 'there distant*. They also 
undergo derivation to form verb stems. The pronouns and derived verbal stems are 
shown in Table 16. 



Table 16: Locative pronouns 


Locative Pronouns 


Derived verb stems 


adi 'here' 


kadi 'come here' 


ada 'there nearby' 


kada 'go there nearby' 


adto 'there far' 


kadto 'go there far' 
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These pronouns usually occur as predicate heads in non-verbal clauses. 
Examples: 

64. Adi an lapis mo. 
Here is your pencil. 

65. Ada siyapermi sa balkon namon. 
He is always there on our porch. 

66. Adto permi sa lungsod si Ricardo. 
Ricardo is always there in town. 

The verbal stems derived from the Locative pronouns indicate movement 
towards the locational referent they represent. Of these stems, kadi and kadto can 
occur without affixation as predicate heads. Examples: 

67. Kadi kamo sa akon. 
You-pl come-here to me. 

68. "Kadto, abrihi," an sabi ni Roman. 
"Go, open it," Roman said. 

However, all of these stems are normally inflected with voice affixes. Examples: 

69. Siguro makadi man gihapon idto sa iyo. 
Probably that-one will still come-here to you-pl. 

70. Nagkada ako sa aton katakin na balay. 

I went-there-nearby to our neighboring house. 

71. Kumadto siya sa pampang. 

He went-there-distant to-the river-bank. 

The derived verbal stems can undergo a further derivation with the affix pa- to 
become directional adverbs, thus: pakadi 'to here', pakada 'to there-nearby', pakadto 'to 
there-distant'. Examples: 

72. Nagbalhin an pamilya namon pakadi sa Masbate. 
Our-excl family transferred to-here in Masbate. 

73. Ipaagay daw ini na tubi pakada sa kanal 

Please cause this water to-flow there-nearby to-the caned. 
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74. Nag-upod an duha pakadto sa higad san baybay. 

The two went-together going-there-distant to-the edge of-the beach. 

2.7. The Indefinite Pronoun Phrase 

The Indefinite Pronoun Phrase has two parts both of which are obligatory. The 
first is either bison 'even, including', maski 'even though' or kun 'if. The second is any 
member of the set of interrogative pronouns, such as nano 'what', sin-o 'who', diin 
'where', and sugad 'like what'. The whole phrase functions as an indefinite pronoun. 
For example, bisan sin-o 'anyone/ maski diin 'wherever'. In lexicographic literature 
these are called 'set phrases' which means that they are a kind of idiom formed by 
juxtaposing two words with a resultant single meaning. Examples: 

75. Dili magtxigot bisan sin-o man na magkarigo. 

It is not permitted for anyone (whoever) to bathe. 

76. Malipay sinda bisan sugad la an inda kamutangan. 

They are happy whatever (like whatever) their situation. 

11. Maski diin magkadto kilala siya kaayo. 

She is-well-known wherever (even where) she goes. 

78. Bisan nano na klase na pagkaon anmakuha san kada grupo inda gjribabahin sin 

pareho sa inda tanan. 

Whatever kind of food each group got they were-sharing equally among 
them all. 

2.8. The Universal Substitute 

The Universal Substitute, amo, is a general pro-form. It can be used to replace 
any of the noun, verb or adjective phrases, or even whole clauses. As a result the 
translation into English varies widely. 

Example of a noun phrase as an antecedent: 

79. An aluhipan amo an magmasid kun adlaw. 

The centipede he-is the-one to-guard/watch during daytime. 

80. Anprimero na inkadto namon amo an usad sapinakadako na tyindahan sa 

Manila. 
The first place we-excl went-to it-was-to one of the biggest stores in Manila. 

Example of a verb phrase as antecedent: 
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81. Ginasamukan niya an mga Propeta, amo man an mga Parakanta. 

The prophets were-being-disturbed by him, likewise also the Singers. 

82. Taudtaod, inataki naman, kag amo adto an iya ikinamatay. 

Later-on he was-heart-attacked again, and that is-what caused his death. 

Example of a time phrase as an antecedent: 

83. Sani na pag-eskwela ko sa Manila amo man nagtuna an mga estudyante sa mga 

demonstrasyon. 

During-this studying of-mine in Manila, that was also when the student 
demonstrations began. 

In another instance the antecedent of amo is a verbal clause. Example: 

84. Nasakit sa puso ni Tia Maria na magbulag sinda na duha pero iya gintiusan kay 

amo an bilin son iya asawa. 

Tia Maria's heart pained when they two parted but she endured-it because 
that was-the instruction-left by her husband. 

In the preceding example, amo 'that 7 refers back to the parting of the mother 
and son. 

Amo is sometimes used across sentence boundaries to refer back to an ante- 
cedent in a previous sentence. The following pair of sentences is an example of that. 
Two men are having a discussion. The amo in the second sentence refers back to the 
comment made by the man in the first sentence. Example: 

85. "Tama na na mag-eskwela siya" an sabi san prinsipal 
"He is-old-enough to-study," said the principal. 

86. "Amo gani, Pare, " an sabi ni Ray, 
"That's really-so, Pare," said Father. 

In some instances amo refers forward to a referent. Example: 

87. An nahulog na na gurang amo ini ginsabi, "Anak ko, ako an imo Hoy, " 

The old-one who fell it was this-that was-said-by-her, "My child, I am your 
mother." 
Amo in the previous sentence refers forward to what the mother said. 
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3. Adjectives 

Adjectives are distinguished by their inflection for degrees of comparison (see 
section 1.2). Some roots are inherently abstract descriptives and others require a 
descriptive affix. 

3.1. Numerals and Colors 

The roots for numerals and colors function as descriptives without affixation. 

88. Igwa ina sin duha na sangay. 
That one has two horns. 

89. Ginkita ko an tubi igwa na sin mgaputi na bao. 

I saw that the water now had some white turtles. 

3.2. The ma- Adjectives 

Roots affixed with ma- 'state of being' are the most common descriptives. 

90. Maghanda na kita kay taud-taod madulom na. 

Let us-incl prepare now because in-a-short-while it-will-be-dark already. 

91. Ini si Ramon, amo an mahigos sa tanan na lalaki sa baryo son Lucia. 

This Ramon was the most-industrious of all the men in-the barrio of Lucia. 

3.3. The ha- Adjectives 

Certain abstract roots, mostly measurements, take the affix ha- to form a 
descriptive instead of ma-. 

92. Guyudan mo ina sa harayo. 
You lead that-one far-away. 

93. Hataas na palinas an nakita mo. 
Steep slopes are what you saw. 

The affix ha- is replaced by hi- in some speakers' usage: 

94. Hitaas an kahulog. 

The fall was from-high-up. 

95. Dili na niya dadakop an alibangbang bag-o himubo la an lupad. 
She will not catch the butterfly even-though its flight was low. 

3.4. The tal- Adjectives 

The affix tal- indicates a state which is a simulated meaning of the root. 
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96. An kapakulan na iya binanggaan turumba talbinagyo. 

The wild banana plants which he crashed-into toppled-over as-though-hit- 
by-a-typhoon. 

3.5. The -on Adjectives 

The verbal suffix -on is used to derive adjectives from noun roots but in this 
construction does not undergo the verbal inflection for aspect. Examples: . 

97. Mga malangason na bata sinda. 
They are inveterate-joker children. 

98. Ginasamukan niya an mga langitnon na parakanta. 
He is-disturbing the heavenly singers. 

99. Sarawayon gayod ini si Anghelito. 

This Anghelito-person is really mischievous. 

3.6. Pluralized Adjectives 

The abstract descriptive roots can be pluralized by the infix -g- which is inserted 
following the first or second syllable of the word, as the speaker chooses. There does 
not seem to be any difference in meaning between the two positions of infixation. 

100. Tumangis sinda son kadigyutayan na kabataan... 
They were crying for the many-small children... 

101. Maghawan ka san dinghot sa natad kay hagtaas na. 

Clean out the grass from the yard because it-is-high already. 

3.7. The Adjectival Phrase 

The Adjectival Phrase consists of an optional Negative dili 'not* followed by an 
optional Modifier which may be any adverb from Class I (see section 4.0) or the 
words mga 'approximately' or bali 'very much', and an obligatory Head which may be 
any Descriptive. Examples: 

102. Damo an nakita namon na tagaMasbate didto sa Baleno. 
We-excl saw many from-Masbate there in Baleno. 

103. Wara sin tawo na dili malipay sina na kaorason. 
There isn't any person who is-not happy at that time. 

104. Medyo maluya pa an tuhod. 
The knees-are still a-bit weak. 
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105. May iba pa na mas grabi an problema kaysa imo. 

There-is still another-one whose problem is-much worse than yours. 

4. Adverbs 

Adverbs are defined here as words which modify verbs or adjectives. There are 
three classes of adverbs. 

Class I Adverbs are the words which modify adjectives to indicate comparative 
degrees of intensity. The words are mas 'more' and masyado 'much more/ 'very 
much'. Examples: 

106. Mas damo an amon mga boluntirz. 
Our-excl volunteers are-many more. 

107. Palangga masyado ni Tia Rosa an anak niya na si Pinang. 
Aunt Rosa loves her child, Pinang, very-much. 

Class II Adverbs are the negative words dili 'not,' 'no/ and wara 'there is none/ 
'not,' Examples: 

108. Dili na siya magapasaway. 
He will not be-mischievous. 

109. Wara man ako masala. 

I also did-not make-any-mistakes. 

Class III Adverbs indicate intensity of an action. This type occurs as a Genitive 
Noun Phrase attributive to a verb phrase to limit the action. The head word of the 
GenNP is a descriptive. Examples: 

110. Nagsiyak siya sin tudo, "Hali dida. " 

She shouted loudly, "Get-away from-there." 

111. Gin-estemar kami sin maayo san mga ginikanan ni Edwin. 
We-excl were-treated well by-the parents of Edwin. 

112. Nagkaon kami san amon panigab-i sin temprano pa. 
We-excl ate our supper while-it-was-still early. 

5. Verbs 

The primary function of a verb is to report the action of a verbal clause. A 
minimal verbal clause can be viewed semantically as a miniature plot involving 
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participants in an action. The features of the plot are represented by a Predicate 
which expresses the action with a verb and a Topic noun or noun phrase which 
highlights one of the participants. Additional participants, also represented by nouns, 
may be included in an extended clause. 

The predicate verb determines the grammatical relation of the nouns in the 
clause to the predicate by specifying the correlation of grammatical and semantic 
functions for those nouns. 

To report the action of a plot, verbs are inflected for Voice and Aspect. 

There are six Voice affixes: four Action affixes and two Stative affixes. Each 
Voice affix highlights a participant in the action as the Topic. The participants which 
may become the Topic of a clause are the following: 

1. Ag - Agent — instigator of the action 

2. Pat - Patient — the one affected by the action 

3. Exp - Experiencer — the participant who experiences the action 
of the verb 

4. Inst - Instrument — something used to accomplish the action 

5. Ace - Accessory — the item associated in the action of an agent 
on an object 

6. Goal - Goal — towards which an action moves 

7. Sou - Source — from which an action comes 

8. Ben - Beneficiary — the one who benefits from the action 

9. Loc - Location — where the action happens 

10. NIns- Non-instigative — the inanimate force causing the state 
indicated by the verb 

In a verbal clause one would usually expect an agent to be present. However, 
there are verbs which do not permit the actor or agent participant. There are also 
verbal clauses which have agents but do not have Topic noun phrases. 

Some of the Voice affixes also indicate the mode of the action, that is, how the 
speaker views the performance of the action. 

5.1. Voice 

The feature of Voice is marked by affixes in a verb and indicates the 
grammatical and semantic relations between the Topic noun and the predicate verb. 

The four primary Voices of Masbatenyo verbs are shown in Table 17 with their 
individual orientation. 
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Table 17: Primary voices of Masbatenyo verbs 



Verb Voice: 


Orientation: 


Subjective 


Agentive action 


Objective 


Transitive action 


Accessory 


Indirect action 


Referent 


Location of action 



5.1.1. The Primary Action Voice Affixes 

Subjective Voice, marked by the ag- class of affixes (ag-, -urn-, ang-, aki-) s 
indicates that the Topic NP represents the actor or experiencer of a verbal action in 
contrast to the following three Voices. 

Objective Voice, marked by the affixes -on and -a, indicates that the Topic NP 
represents the object or thing affected by a comprehensive or intense verb action. 

Accessory Voice, marked by the prefixes i- and iga-, indicates that the Topic NP 
represents the person or thing used or moved in the verb action. If the Topic 
represents a person, it is the beneficiary of the action. If it represents a non-person, it 
may be either the instrument used to accomplish the action or simply something 
involved in the action which does not change its intrinsic nature. 

Referent Voice, marked by the suffixes -an and -i, indicates that the non- 
personal Topic NP represents the place towards which or from which the verb action 
occurs. If the Topic represents a person, the action is done for the benefit of that one 
as the beneficiary. 

The overlap in distribution of the semantic functions is resolved by the lexical 
features of the verb roots which match the semantic with specific grammatical 
functions. 

Thus the Voice affix in a verb shows which noun phrase is highlighted as the 
Topic of the verb action. There is a different Voice affix for each potential Topic. The 
participant which the verb selects as Topic is manifested by a noun phrase 
introduced by the marker an or one of its substitutes (see Table 4). 

In a verbal clause one would usually expect an agent to be present. However, 
there are verbs which do not permit the actor or agent participant. There are also 
verbal clauses which have agents but do not have Topic noun phrases (see section 
8.2). 

Some of the Voice affixes also indicate the mode of the action, that is, how the 
speaker views the performance of the action. 

5.1.2. The Stative Voice Affixes 

There are two Stative Voice affixes. The prefix aka- indicates that the Topic NP 
represents the actor and that the actor has the ability to perform the action of the 
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verb. The prefix a- indicates that the Topic NP represents the experiencer as in some 
resultant state of the action. 

These Voice affixes are illustrated in 5.2 in conjunction with their co-occurrence 
with the Aspect affixes on a verb. 

5.2. Aspect 

The verb in Masbatenyo is not marked for tense, that is, its action is not 
correlated with time. Instead, the verb is marked for Aspect to show the condition of 
the action: whether it has begun or not, and whether it is viewed as a process, or as 
in a static state. 

For the purposes of this description, there are five Aspects but not all verbs can 
be inflected for all the Aspects. The five are: Neutral, Contemplated, Progressive, 
Completed and Obligatory. 

5.2.1. The Neutral Aspect 

Verbs marked for the Neutral Aspect are non-finite forms which indicate 
nothing about the state of the action, but do indicate the Voice of the action, that is, 
it highlights which participant will be the Topic of the sentence. In descriptions of 
some other Philippine languages this form has been variously labeled the base, 
neutral, or infinitive form. 

The Neutral Aspect verb functions in several ways different from the rest of the 
aspects. 

The Neutral Aspect verb is used with the negative wara to express a non-event. 
Examples: 

113. Wara man ako masala. 

I did not make-any-mistake. 

114. Dugay na kami wara makakadto. 

For-a-long-time we-excl have-not been-able-to-go-there. 

115. Wara na la ipilak sa kalayo an bao. 

So after all the turtle just was-not thrown into the fire. 

The Neutral Aspect verb is used as a verb complement. Examples: 

116. Ginaisip ko na magsagka sa amon uma sa San Ramon. 

I am-thinking to-go-up to our-excl farm in San Ramon. 

117. Naila gayod ako magparatamod sa ubos. 

I really liked to-continually-look-down to-the scene-below. 
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The Neutral Aspect verb is used following conjunctions like agod *in order for' 
and para 'in order'. Examples: 

118. Nag-agi kami agod amon siya ipalista. 

We-excl passed-by-here in-order-for us-excl to-register him. 

119. PagkaSabado, nagkadto naman kami sa eskwelahan para magkita son risling. 

When-Saturday-arrived, we-excl went to-the school in-order to-see the 
wrestling-match. 

The Neutral Aspect verb is used to express a command. Examples: 

120. fliatag mo ini kan papa mo, ha? 

Let this be-given by-you to your father, OK? 

121. Pakatapos niyopagtilaw magsabi kamo kunpuede makaon o kun dill 
After your-excl tasting-it tell us-excl if it can-be-eaten or not. 

Some Masbatenyos also use the Neutral Aspect verbs for the Contemplated 
Aspect forms. Examples: 

122. Kaya himuon ko gjihapon an ihistrasyon kag aton estudyaran. 

So I will-make an illustration and it-will-be-studied by-us-incl. 

123. Kun nano man an imo ampuan na maypagtuod matuman gayod. 
Whatever you will-pray-for with faith it-will really be-fulfilled. 

5.2,2. The Contemplated Aspect 

An action not yet begun is marked by the Contemplated Aspect and is marked in 
two different ways. The prefix m- is used in Subjective Voice verbs. 

124. Magahimo siya sin sala. 
He will-make a mistake. 

125. Mangayo siya san inda mga maraot na bintana. 
He will-fix their broken windows. 

In non-Subjective Voice verbs this Aspect is zero-marked, that is, there is no 
overt affix to indicate this Aspect. 

126. Kuhaon ko na ini na karabaw. 

I will now 0-take this water-buffalo, (zero-marked) 
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127. Ipasukol ina na duta. 

That land 0-will-be-surveyed. (zero-marked) 

5.2.3. The Completed Aspect 

An action that is in the Completed Aspect is marked by one of three different 
ways. 

Subjective Voice affixes have the prefix h- to show this Aspect, thus: nag-, naka-, 
nang-, naki-. 

128. Tanan na mga tawo nag-urawa. 
All the people rejoiced. 

129. Nakaisip an bao na amiguhon niya an amo. 
The turtle planned to befriend the monkey. 

130. Nabutang gayod ako son sako sa hagdan. 
I really put the sack on-the stairs. 

In the other Voices, there are two affixes for Completed Aspect which seem to 
be used interchangeably, depending on the speaker. The prefix girc- is one and the 
infix -in- is the other. 

131. Nano kay ginhimo mo ina ? 
Why did you do that? 

132. Ginbutang ni Pinang an bugas sa kuron. 
Pinang put the rice in a clay pot. 

The affix -in- is infixed following the first consonant of the stem, but may be 
prefixed instead. 

133. Tinuman son ama an hingyo ni Angelito. 
The father fulfilled Angelito's request. 

1 34 . Indara an karabaw. 

The water-buffalo was-taken. 

5.2.4. The Progressive Aspect 

The Progressive Aspect indicates that the action is viewed as in progress and is 
marked by the prefix a- following the Subjective Voice affixes mag- and nag-, mang- 
and nang-, and following gin- for the other Voices. Thus: maga-, naga-, manga-, nanga- 
, and gina-. 
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135. Ginasamukan niya an mga propeta nga nagapangadyi. 
He was-disturbing the prophets who were-praying. 

136. Ginapara ninda an trak na nagalabad. 

They were-stopping the truck which was-passing. 

In some speakers' speech this aspect is shown by reduplication of the first 
consonant and vowel of the stem and prefixed to the stem before other affixes are- 
added. 

137. Namumutang ini na lugar sa tuktok son bukid. 

This place was-situated at-the peak of-the mountain. 

1 38. Nakakawat an duta. 
The land is-being-taken. 

139. Inaabotpa ako sin hadlok kun akon nadudumduman. 
I still am-overcome by fear when I remember-it. 

140. Ginbabahin ninda an pagkaon sin pareho sa inda tanan. 
They were-sharing the food equally among them all. 

5.2.5. The Obligatory Aspect 

The Obligatory Aspect occurs with only two verb Voices, the Objective and the 
Referent, and only occurs as a substitute form for the Neutral Aspect form. That is, 
for example, kaunon 'to be eaten 7 becomes kauna 'let something be eaten'. An agent 
is obligatorily absent but all other participants may occur. 

In the Objective Voice, the Obligatory suffix -a replaces the Voice affix -on. 
Examples: 

141. Himua ini sin 3 na beses sa 1 ka adlaw. 
Do this three times a day. 

142. Maayo pa na wara ko sinda paghimua. 

Better yet that I had never insisted-on-making them. 

In the Referent Voice, the Obligatory suffix -i replaces the Voice affix -an. 
Examples: 

143. Tandai kag masdi, ina namamatay. 
Take-note and watch, it is-dying. 
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144. Saruki man kami sin tulo ka lata. 
Draw three cans of-water-for us-excl. 

5.3. Voice and Aspect Verb Paradigms 

Voice and Aspect inflections are obligatory on verb stems, although Aspect is 
sometimes unmarked. 

The Subjective Voice affixes ag- t -um-, ang- and aki- mark the agent as, Topic of 
the clause but have contrastive modal meanings. 

5.3.1. ag- Verbs 

The prefix ag- marks the action of the verb as a voluntary, reasoned and 
deliberate action or command for some speakers. 

145. Magabasa kita sani sin maayo. 
We-incl will-read this well. 

146. Nag-uli na ako kag san iba na tawo. 

I and the other person then returned-home. 

For other speakers, ag- marks the action of the verb as casual or involuntary. 
This is usually used for acts of nature. Examples: 

147. May tubi na nagaagay hali sa ibabaw. 
There-is water which flows from above. 

Table 18 shows the various forms of an ag- verb inflected for Aspect with the 
verb root tuna 'begin'. 

Table 18: Aspect inflection of the ag- verbs 



Infinitive 


magtuna 'to begin' 


Contemplated 


magatuna 'will/would begin' 


Progressive 


nagatuna 'is/was beginning' 


Completed 


nagtuna 'began' 



The infinitive form of these verbs is used for the command form. Example: 

148. Yana magtios ka! 
Now you suffer! 

The infinitive form is also used as the verbal form following conjunctions. 
Examples: 

149. Wara kami sin hinimo kundi magsirong. 

There-way nothing we-excl could-do except to-seek-shelter. 
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When two verbs occur as a verb phrase, the second is an infinitive. Example: 

150. Dili ka maaram magsakat 
You don't know-how to-climb. 

151. Gin-imbitaran kami na mag-atender san fiesta sa Baleno. 
We-excl were-invited to-attend the fiesta at Baleno. 

The infinitive form of these verbs is used as a neutral statement of an action in 
conjunction with negatives or in dependent clauses. For example, with wara 'not' it is 
used to indicate an action which is not happening. 

152. Wara na siya maggjmhawa. 
She-is not breathing any-longer. 

153. Wara magdugay nakaabot gfhapon kami didto. 

Not long-after we-excl were-able-to-arrive there again. 

In dependent clauses, the neutral infinitive form is used to express an action 
completed in past time. 

154. Busug-busog na kami san magbalik sa plasa. 

We-excl were-very-satisfied when we-excl returned to the plaza. 

155. San magprubar ako mag-ampo wara man ako masala. 
When I tried to-pray I in-turn did-not make-mistakes. 

The infinitive is also used as part of a time phrase in a sentence margin. 
Example: 

156. Magtuna sadto si Jose an nagin pinakamabuot tanan. 

From that-time Jose became the best-behaved of all. (Lit: Beginning at- 
that-time Jose was-the-one-who became best-behaved of all.) 

Some speakers use the a 2 - affix (thus na-) instead of ag-. Example: 

157. Nabiitang gayod ako san sako sa hagdan san umabot si Itay. 
I really put the sack on the stairs when Father arrived. 

158. Nalaba pa la ako. 

I have just begun-to-launder. 
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5.3. J.I. Affixes mag 2 - + -in- 

There is an affix -in- infixed following the first consonant of the stem in 
combination with the verb prefix mag-/nag-. The affix reports the action as intense. 

159. Kanina ikaw la an nagkinaon sadto na damu-damo na saging. 
A-little-while-ago you were-the-one-who just gobbled-up all those bananas. 

160. Nagasinabi ako sa akon magurang na malakaton ako. 

I was-seriously-telling my elder brother that I would leave. 

5.3.1.2. Affixes mag}-... -an 

The verbal affix combination of magi-. ..-an indicates reciprocal action between 
members of a plural subject. The prefix mag- controls focus. 

161. "Kun naarman ko na mag-uuritan man la kami, wara na la ako makig-amigo sa 

iya," sabi ni Flor. 

"If I had known that we-excl would just anger-each-other, I would not have 
made friends with her," Flor said. 

162. Mag-ayuhan na kamo kay magmanghod man la kamo. 
Be-good-to-each-other because you also are siblings. 

5.3.1.3. Affixes mag 2 - + paka- 

The affix combination magpaka- and nagpaka- has a reflexive meaning. Some 
prevailing condition or inanimate cause compels the actor to perform an action or 
causes action to be done to him. Examples: 

163. Ubos kami kahulog sa Whig, tapos, nagpakasakat man gjhapon kami sa lantsa. 

All of us-excl fell into the water, then because-of-that we-excl had-to-climb 
again into the launch. 

164. Nagpakamatay si Kristo tungod son daku-dako na kamuot niya sa aton. 
Christ was-persuaded-to-die for us-incl by his very great love for us-incl. 

5.3.2. -urn- Verbs 

The Subjective Voice verbs inflected with -urn- indicate neutral or casual action, 
or an involuntary sudden reaction of an animate actor. 

165. Kaya sinasabi ko long na umungod-ungod siya pagkampanya. 
So I am just saying that he strive-hard when-campaigning. 

166. Lumakat na kamo. 
You-pl go now. 
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167. Pakakita namon sina, kami na duha lumukso sa karabaw kag dumalagart 

After we-excl saw that, we-excl two abruptly-jumped from the water- 
buffalo and dashed-away. 
Casual action with -urn-; 

168. Sumulod sa isip niya na kadtuon niya si Juan sa Manila. 
It-entered her mind that she should go to Juan in Manila. 

There is only one form of an -urn- verb but it is used ambiguously for all the 
aspects as seen in Table 19 using verb root lakat 'walk'. 

Table 19: Aspect inflection of the -urn- verbs 



Infinitive: 


hunakat 'to walk' 


Contemplated: 


kimakat 'will walk* 


Progressive: 


hunakat 'is/was walking' 


Completed: 


lumakat 'walked* 



Both -ag- and -urn- are used to express the normal acts of nature, but speakers 
usually have a preference. 

Note nagauran 'is-raining' in the following example. 

169. Si Juan mauyatom magtrabaho sa uma maski nagauran. 

Juan was-diligent to-work on-the farm even-when it-is-raining. 

In the following example sumigpit 'shrank* is a normal involuntary act of nature. 

170. Kabadli ko sani na bado kay sumigpit son akon pakalabhi. 

I am-disgusted with this shirt because it unexpectedly-shrank after I 
washed-it. 

5.3.3. ang- Verbs 

Action which is either habitual, repetitive or distributed over several objects is 
marked by the ang- affix in the verb. The Topic NP represents the actor. The 
inflection for aspect is shown in Table 20 using verb root laba 'launder 1 . 

Table 20: Aspect inflection of the ang- verbs 



Infinitive: 



Contemplated: 



Progressive: 



Completed: 



manglaba 



'to launder' 



manglaba/manglalaba 'will launder' 



nanglalaba 



nanglaba 



'is/was laundering' 



'laundered' 



There is variation in the way ang- combines with roots and other affixes. The -ng 
changes to a nasal consonant of the same point of articulation as the first consonant 
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of the stem to which it is joined. Frequently, in addition, that first consonant is 
dropped. Examples: 

mang- + kagis 'shave' = mangkagis 'shave several objects' 
mang- + tukdo 'teach* = manukdo 'teach several people' 
mang- + wit 'angry' = mangurit 'get very angry' 
mang- + kita 'see' - mangita 'see many things' 
mang- + bakal 'buy' = mamakal 'buy many things' 

The affix ang- also occurs as a nonfocusing affix which enables its meaning to be 
utilized in conjunction with the other Voice affixes. The form of ang- for this purpose 
is pang-. For example, the combination of ag- plus pang- marks an action as 
Subjective Voice with Topic as actor (from ag-) performing multiple action (from 
pang-). (Note: pang- undergoes the same changes as ang- when it is joined to stems.) 

171. Nagapamakal kami sin mga manok. 
We-excl are-habitually-buying chickens. 

172. Nagpamuhay ako sin manok kag baboy. 
I raised chickens and pigs. 

5.3.4. aki- Verbs 

A different Subjective Voice affix, aki-, has two meanings but they are related. 
The aspect inflection of aki- verbs is given in Table 21 using verb root sakay 'ride*. 

Table 21: Aspect inflection of aki- verbs 



Infinitive: 


makisakay 'to do together' 


Contemplated: 


makisakay 'will/would do together' 


Progressive: 


nakisakay 'is doing/was doing together' 


Completed: 


nakisakay 'did together' 



The first meaning is that of an action performed jointly by two or more actors. 

173. Nakisabwag kami sa kabas-an ninda Mandib. 

We-excl together-seeded the rice-field of Mandib-and-his-family. 

174. Nakisakay kami sa kotsi ni Mayor. 
We-excl rode-together in-the Mayor's car. 

For some speakers akig- is used in place of aki-, and for other speakers the two 
are used interchangeably. 
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175. Wara na ako makig-amigp sa iya. 
I never made-friends with her. 

The second meaning is that of an action in which an actor as Topic has a second 
party actually perform the action. 

176. Nakitahi si Inay sa kanda Nito. 

Inay had Nito-and-his-companions sew. 

177. Nakigisi sa akon son sako si Beloy. 
Beloy had me tear the sack. 

The difference in functions seems to depend on the verb root being used. 

5.3.5. -on Verbs 

The Objective Voice affix -on has three forms: -on, -a, and (zero). 
The affix -on indicates that the Topic is the direct object or receiver of the 
action. An -on verb is inflected as seen in Table 22 using verb root kaon 'eat'. 



Table 22: Aspect inflection for -on verbs 


Infinitive: 


kaunon 'to be eating' 


Contemplated: 


kaunon 'will be eaten 1 


Progressive: 


ginakaon/inakaon 'is/was being eaten' 


Completed: 


ginkaon/kinaon/inkaon 'was eaten' 


Obligatory: 


kauna 'let something be eaten' 



The following are examples of the -on verbs: 

178. Kaunon san miya an isda naprinito. 
The fried fish will-be-eaten by-the cat. 

179. Dapat siya darahon dayon sa duktor. 

He must be-brought immediately to-the doctor. 

The Completed and Progressive Aspect forms of Objective Voice verbs do not 
have an overt voice marker but do have an Aspect marker. 

180. Ginkaon man idto niya piro maniwang man gihapon. 
He ate those things but is-still thin. 

An obligatory -on action is shown by replacing suffix -on with suffix -a on the 
verb, thus, kaunon 'to eat* becomes kauna 'eat!'. Examples: 

181. Esteban, daraha inipakadto kanda Gomer, 
Esteban, take this to Gomer-and-his-friends. 
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182. Ray, hilata man an akon tiyan kay bali na sakit. 
Father, massage my stomach because it is painful. 

183. Lipaya marl niyo si Ramon kaypermi lang mamunduan. 
Cheer-up Ramon because he is just always sad. 

5.3.6. i- Verbs 

The Accessory Voice prefix i- allows three different participants to be repre- 
sented (one at a time) by the Topic NP depending on the verb used and the particular 
context. The Aspect inflection of i- verbs is given in Table 23 using the root sumat 
'report'. 

Table 23: Aspect inflection of the i- verbs 



Infinitive: 


isumat 'to report something' 


Contemplated: 


isumat 'will be reported* 


Progressive: 


ginasumat 'is/was being reported' 


Completed: 


ginsumat 'was reported' 


Potential: 


igasumat 'intend to be reported' 



One function of the i- verbs is to report the way an agent handles an object, 
represented by a Topic NP, by, for example, either carrying it, moving it, planting it 
or talking about it. In this Voice the agent does not physically alter the structure of 
the object in contrast to what an Objective Voice action can do. 

184. Iributang ko idto sa sulod son aparador. 
I put that inside the cupboard. 

185. Isumat ta ikaw sa polis na kimiha mo an mga saging ninda Maria. 

I will-report you to-the police, that you took the bananas of Maria-and-her- 
family. 

A second function of i- has an agent use an instrument, represented by the Topic 
NP, to perform the action. 

186. Iutod mo sa kahoy ini na sundang. 
Cut-down the tree with this bolo. 

187. Iduso mo an trak sa kotsi. 
Push the car with the truck. 

Again this function only occurs with certain verbs in specific situations. 
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The third function of the i- affix highlights the beneficiary as the Topic NP of 
the action when the referent of the Topic is a person. 

188. Pedro, ihuyot man anay ako sani na bado. 
Pedro, first hold this shirt for me. 

189. Ransi, ipuyo daw ako sana na radyo. 
Ransi, please quiet that radio for me. 

Potential action is signaled in Accessory Voice by the prefix iga-. It translates 
into English as a future tense verb involving an accessory to the action as Topic. 

190. Igasumat ka daw ni Amboy san imo mga hinimo. 

You will probably be-tattled-on by Amboy about-the-things you have-done. 

191. Igasulod mo ba ini na botilya sa basurahan? 

Will this bottle be-inserted into-the trash-can by you? 

5.3.7. -an Verbs 

The Referent Voice affix -an also has more than one function, depending upon 
the verb with which it is used. The aspect inflection of -an verbs is given in Table 24 
using the root tuna 'begin'. 

Table 24: Aspect inflection of the -an verbs 



Infinitive: 


tunaan 'to begin something' 


Contemplated: 


tunaan 'something will be begun' 


Completed: 


gintunaan 'something was begun' 


Progressive: 


ginatunaan 'is/was being begun' 


Obligatory: 


tunai 'let something begin' 



192. 



193 



194, 



One function of -an highlights the direct object as the Topic NP of the clause. 
Inabangan kami sin dako na miyapagpauli namon. 
We-excl were-blocked by a big cat on our-excl way home. 

Niyan, aton na tunaan an pagtrabaho kay aga pa. 
Now, let us-incl begin the job because it-is-still early. 

Ginhawanan ko an akon intanom na kamatis. 
My tomato plants were-cleaned-of-weeds by me. 
A second function of -an highlights the indirect object as the Topic of the clause. 
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195. Kadi na kay sabihan ta ikaw son nakita ko sa probinsiya. 
Come here because I will-tell you what I saw in the province. 

196. Binutangan niya sin Eyemo an mata ni Baldo. 

Some Eyemo-brand-drops were-put-into Baldo's eye by her. 

A third function of -an is to highlight a person who is the beneficiary of the 
action as the Topic of the clause. 



197. 



198. 



Sarukan man niyo kami sin tulo ka lata. 

Draw-up three tins-of- water for us-excl and bring them to us-excl. 

Himuan ta na la siya sin kanaman kay kaluoy man. 
Let us-incl just make a toy for him because he is sad. 



An obligatory Referent Voice action is marked by the suffix -i which replaces 
-an. The action is limited to imperative action so the actor of the action is not 
specified with these verb forms. 

199. Giyahi kami kay dili namon aram an amon pakakadtuan. 

Lead us-excl, because we-excl do not know the place to-which we-excl will- 
go. 

200. Saruki man kami sin tulo ka lata. 
Draw for us-excl three cans of water. 

201. Darahi man si Luz sin dolsi. 
Take some candy to luz. 

5.3.8. aka- Verbs 

The Stative Voice prefix aka- indicates that the actor is Topic and is capable of 
performing the action. Aspect is indicated by m-, Contemplated, or n-, Completed. 
The Aspect inflection of aka- verbs is given in Table 25. 

Table 25: Aspect inflection of the aka- verbs 



Infinitive: 


makalaba 'can launder 7 


Contemplated: 


makalaba 'will be able to launder' 


Progressive: 


nakalaba 'is/ was able to launder 1 


Completed: 


nakalaba 'was able to launder* 



Examples: 
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202. Nakalaba na ako. 

I was-able-to-finish-the-laundering. 

203. Sin-o an makabati sa inda? 
Who will-be-able-to-hear them? 

5.3.9. a r Verbs 

There are two a- prefixes but they are inflected exactly alike, with m- and n-. 

Verbs marked by the a r prefix are also Stative Voice verbs and indicate that the 
Topic is in the state or condition of the meaning specified by the verb. The Aspect 
inflection of the a r verbs is given in Table 26. 

Table 26: Aspect inflection of the a-i verbs 



Infinitive: 


mahuman 'can be finished' 


Contemplated: 


mahuman 'will be finished* 


Progressive: 


nahuman 'is being finished* 


Completed: 


nahuman 'is finished* 



Examples from the roots alo 'shame* and hadlok 'afraid*: 

204. Dili ako dapat maalo o mahadlok na mag-ayo sa iya san akon mga kinahanglan. 
I should not be-ashamed or be-afraid to-ask him for the things I need. 

From the verb roots Ma 'dizzy* and dubok 'rot*: 

205. Malulula na ako. 

I will-become-dizzy. 

Madudubok an iya isda. 

His fish will-become-rotten. 



206. 



When these verbs occur as the predicate head of a transitive clause they mark 
the verbal action as abilitative, i.e., that the non-focussed actor has the ability to 
perform the action on the patient which is Topic. 

207. Mabati ta man an tinong san mga nagatarangdulan na dahon son kahoy. 

The sound of the rustling leaves of the tree will-be-able-to-be-heard by-us- 
incl. 

208. Mahuman ko la an reports namon sa opisina. 

Our-excl reports can just be-finished by me at-the office. 
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209. Makuha untani niya an usad na dyutay na kahon. 
Hopefully a small box will-be-able-to-be-gotten by him. 

When a r co-occurs with -an it indicates the state or condition of an experiencer 
or patient who is the Topic, as for example, mauritan *be scolded' in the following 
example. 

210. Ayaw pagsumat sa aton maestro, Petoy, kay mauritan ako. 
Don't tell our-incl teacher, Petoy, because I will-be-scolded. 

The a 2 - verbs have the same inflection pattern as the a r verbs but are Subjective 
Voice verbs like the ag- verbs. Examples: 

211. Dili siya maaram maglupad na pareho san iba na mga anghel. 
He does not know-how to fly like the other angels. 

212. Mahanap kita sinpagkaon. 
We-incl will-look-for food. 

213. Masagka gayod ako sa tuna. 

I really will-go-up to the farm. 

5.4. Verb Phrases 

A verb phrase consists of a phrasal Head together with adverbial modifiers. As a 
predicate verb phrase this can be expanded to include the noun phrases in attributive 
relation to the Head. 

The Simple Verb Phrase. 

The Simple Verb Phrase consists of an obligatory verb Head, an optional 
Modifier manifested by an adverbial or modal particle and an optional Negative 
manifested by a small class of negatives, either dili 'not, no,' or wara 'there is none, 
not'. 

The two negative words have different distributions: dili negates the inflected 
verb forms, wara is the negative existential word which can stand alone as a 
predicate head word but is also used to negate verbal action. 

The lists of the Negative words and Modal words are given below. 
Negative: Modal: 

dili 'not 1 dapat 'must' 

wara 'there is none' kinahanglan 'must, it is necessary' 

Examples: 
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214. Hahali ako sa trabaho. 

I will-be-removed from (my) job. 

215. Wara makabaton sin notisiya si Tia Maria. 

Tia Maria did-not-receive any notice/information. 

216. Dili ka fnasabi na "wara". 
Don't say "there-isn't-any". 

217. Kinahanglan naton tiuson hasta mawara an kulog. 
It-is-necessary for-us-incl to-suffer until the pain is gone. 

In the following example, all three parts of this type of verb phrase are 
manifested. 

218. Dili kamo dapat maghambog. 
You must not boast. 

When a verb root without any affixation is used as the Head of a verb phrase, it 
represents a completed aspect inflection. In this case the Aspect is signaled by 
another verb in the clause or by a time word. The Voice of the verb root is 
determined from the remaining context, but it is usually either Objective Voice or the 
neutral Subjective Voice. These forms usually occur in the interior of a paragraph or 
conversation. 

219. Naarman niya na sinda uhaw sa kamuot. 

He knew that they thirsted for lovingkindness. 

In the previous example the actor sinda 'they* is marked as the subject, so we 
deduce that the bare verb root has a covert Subjective Voice focus. 

220. Ina nagapasabot na magpaaram ka na kay dara na namon an karabaw. 

That means that you should-bid-them-goodbye because the water-buffalo 
has-been-gotten by-us-excl already. 

The verb dara 'has-been-gotten' in the previous example has a non-Topic actor, 
'by-us', and a Topic object, 'the water-buffalo', which marks it for a covert Objective 
Voice inflection. 
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